Cin ey second diy on March.oom, | got a message from Soephen and
digcovered we hed & ot in commen.sse both sang in a cappella groups
in college and Fave busy prefessions, | am a lyayer and Svephen s a
dacter, On our Brst date we vweng 1o dinner 31 Sea Thal Baoro downs
towen, After ron-Sop Somvr-
sation, we went fo 3 kiraaks
bar and then dancing, It wad a
fantastic night.

W dated for a year and a
half before Stephen propoded.
Wife went on great trips, had
heectic work schedules, amd then, ssdly, found out that mmy father was
diagnosed with late stage cancer in July of 200, | never thought we

would get married any tme soon, but something clicked for Stephen
wien wi became mware of my dad’s iliness. Stephen was applying to residency progranm at the time
bur, absays thoughtful, he decided o consider only programs in the 1ri-
srane area 5 | could be with my family

ardereds The Upper Crust
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Wie sraroed wiking abouwt marriage, and | knew that. because of iy
dad’s conditon, | didn't want o wait too long. Stephen was praduating
arvd starting his residency in lce June. e only had two weekends that
vy coiild hae the weedding, | immediately starved looking for a wenose

Wiy wanoed 1o have the wedding im 2 loft space, and wisited Studio 4340,
y slewl, duplex kit with a Mudson River view, and we booked it immedi-
stely. Oy onn ching was missing, besng engaged! Ten days later, we head-
ad g0y parents” Bowse and Stephen had “the k™ with my dad. Then
; wy mather sugpetoed thar Swephen and | go oo the mall When we

"'r"""'{'“ﬁ"""" whes: Asymenetric Ficrures returred home everyone yelled, “Sunprise!” Within minses, he proposed with a beautiful song in
o “Heaies D Brahim, jobe Lgend

jj frone of cur family and friends
S ravepaveoenes s Thailand, Ban . Kaoh
4

W hired Dan Fehlg, the owner of The Upper

The Upper Crust Catering & 8 Crusn, 1o do cur cacering and help us with the décor. He spent hours ewir thi reet six manchs help-
Ewvants, 202691 4570, ucnyc.com

ing us figure things cut and was instrumental in just about every aipect of sur widding, Because the
widding was in a baly, Dam oven helped us order rables, chalrs, lineres, and lighting.

In early Bpril of 2008, my fachar veak o narn for the worse and needed emergency surgery. | took a beave of abisnes fram wark and Stephen
st endless Bowrs an the hospinl by cur sides. My father passed reay a few weeks later, just one manth bedare our
wenddclieg day, Ar the time | thoughe i was a oruel joke, buc | felt blessed to have learmed wiat a giving man | Rad by ey
gicke, g 3 By, we decided 1o keep the wedding date as planned. We knew my father wauld want it thar wary. Thaugh
it was difficult, v contineed the planmeng and mes with Dan wo finalize everything in the three weeki wa had lsi

Crvgrall, vy wanted 3 chic Mew York wedding. For the ceremony, we had arranged to kave friends frem cur three
a cappella proups sing the seng thar Stephen proposed with as | walked down the aisle. The ceremony was all wiite
and felt harvenly, | warted the coghomil hour to feed like an arc gallery, exceps the “art”™ on diplay would be Boawn up
pictures of Svephen ard | a8 varisud poings in our lives. The phatocs were strategically placed on the walls to el like
a galery. The oaly Nowsrs in the ream were several whice orchids, hanging from the ceding. We alvo had a Latin jazz
band. Far cur reception, | wanbied 1o keep it simgle 2nd clean, but with the boldness of my favorite color magenta. plus
pl_lrpll: and white aecdnti ﬂln?l.ill thi tablpclagha and hi duptlﬂl'll sl rmners. Our CRMIETHECES WEre vases of diffies-
! ent heights with interedting orohed arrangemants,

A we entered our reception. we were escorted by men dinging and playing drums and tembowrines, the rradidonal Egyptian “rafh” o honar
my familly’s heritage. We sunprised everyone by having mry Irieed from cellege, jehn Legend, che five-nime Grammy winner and RE&E Soul artist
perform during our first dance. Later, Stephen and | performed a Tun duit a8 ancaher surprise

Stephen ard | couldn't be happier about that night. Dan and ks sl kept the weddieg renning smeaathly the whole nighc Welve heard such
weoniderful |;|1||1E5 from the F.rqph:- whio were there »;r_-h:br],tlns_ with i, P.ll,l‘u;ﬂ.l.:h iy el L pl‘r:.'lll:.'lll?' pEESENT, | bencrws ' facher had o muach
o do with cur unforpetable wedding, and I'm forever grageful
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